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A Worthy Mission
Dream House increases 
the number of families 

and communities 
prepared to care 

for medically fragile 
children at home by: 

Providing them safe, 
temporary homes;

Training families
and caregivers;

Preparing
specially-equipped and 

accessible homes;

Championing positive 
change via community and 

corporate partnerships.
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How many 11-year-olds do you know willing to give up birthday 
presents to help a complete stranger? Kayla Whitner’s generous 
spirit made it possible for little Gianni Shields to travel in 
June to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota for a long-
awaited diagnostic evaluation. 

Finally an Appointment, but...
Gianni’s mom, Catherine, called Dream House for fi nancial 
assistance to offset the anticipated $600 in expenses for their 
journey to Minnesota and back. Gianni breathes with the help of a mechanical ventilator, 
and commercial air travel was not an option. Insurance covered rental for a van large enough 
to transport all his medical equipment and supplies, but travel expenses for the 2,500 mile 
round trip were outside the family’s budget. Immediately, Snellville-based Career Training 
Concepts, Inc. donated $200 to help Gianni. Encouraged, we hoped to soon secure the full $600.

Never Underestimate the Power of a Compelling Story
Blessed with two healthy kids, Lisa Whitner is very sensitive to stories about children with 
special health issues because she had an unfounded scare when expecting her son. Over two 
years ago, Lisa read the January 8, 2007 PEOPLE Magazine article about Dream House. She 
was so touched by the mention of Ken and Judy Hammett, a local couple who have devoted 
their lives to caring for their medically fragile adopted and foster children at home, that she 
kept the article. Now this is where the story really gets interesting...

Lisa’s daughter Kayla recently attended a friend’s birthday party. Instead of presents, the 
guests were asked to bring donations for a pet charity. Inspired by the experience, she 
asked her parents if she could do something similar for her own birthday this year and would 
they  help her choose a charity to support. Lisa remembered the Dream House article. She 
pulled it out for Kayla to read and also suggested other charities to evaluate. Together they 
learned about different causes that interested Kayla.

Kayla’s Choice? Help Other Kids
The day we needed to call Gianni’s parents, 
Lisa came to the Dream House offi ce with 
donations from Kayla’s birthday party. Six friends 
plus family members had given Dream House 
$480 and a $50 Kroger gift card.

The signifi cance of Kayla’s gift did not dawn 
on us immediately. Minutes after Lisa left, 
we had the ‘ah ha’ moment. This was the 
remaining amount the Shields needed for 
their travel expenses, plus a little extra. 

Story continued on page 2

From Our Family to Yours…

Kayla Whitner playing with her new friend, little Gianni 
Shields the day before he traveled to the Mayo Clinic.



 Kayla, Keith, Kielan and Lisa  
 Whitner with Gianni Shields. 

Catherine Shields with her   
 son Gianni and Kayla.

continued from page 1

In a written note to Kayla, we offered 
to arrange a visit with Gianni before 
his trip. Days later, Lisa called asking 
if it was too late. Kayla had just read 
the note after returning from a visit with her grandparents.

The entire Whitner family made time for a quality visit with Gianni 
in his home the day before the Mayo Clinic trip. By the visit’s end, 
Kayla and Gianni had made a connection.

Kayla and Lisa dropped by the Dream House offi ce a few days before 
the Shields got home. Kayla had made a blanket to give Gianni. She 
also had a belated birthday gift to share. Her grandfather was so 
touched that Kayla got to meet Gianni, he felt compelled to make 
a signifi cant donation to Dream House in her honor. Kayla shared 
with us how she wants the money to be used. The next steps for 
Gianni’s treatment? That is not yet clear.

Read Kayla and Gianni’s full story in the June 2009 Silver Lining eNews at 
www.DreamHouseForKids.org.

Doing Whatever It Takes...
The Wallace family is dedicated to helping Dream House fulfi ll 
its mission. Following are email excerpts that chronicle their 
support since fi rst hearing on the radio how Dream House is 
making a different for kids in Georgia.

(July 29, 2008) We could not imagine abandoning our children for 
any reason whatsoever. I know there are always extenuating 
circumstances for some families, and I really cannot imagine how 
hard it must have been for many of those parents who have felt 
they have had no other choice but to give up their children. We 
want to do our part to make sure no child is abandoned and as 
many children as possible can receive the care they need and 
deserve. We are making it a point to tell our friends and family about 
Dream House every chance we get. We know that $30 a month just 
from us is not going to take care of the children, so we will do as 
much as we can to help it multiply by as many families as possible.

(February 5, 2009) I just wanted to give you the courtesy of letting 
you know that, beginning in March, we are going to have to drop 
our monthly donation...I received news this week that, effective 
next week, my hours are being cut...Unfortunately, that means we 
also have to cut all of our charitable contributions by one-third.

(April 16, 2009) Since I emailed you, my hours shot back up...so 
we did not have to decrease our donation amount even once. My 
wife and I were ecstatic about 
our income stabilizing for a 
number of obvious reasons, but 
one of the biggest was that we 
did not have to “scale back” 
our charitable donations.
 
Read the Wallace’s full story in the 
April 2009 Silver Lining eNews at 
www.DreamHouseForKids.org.

Collaboration Got Abby to Boston, PDQ... 
(May 11, 2009) As I write this note, Abby and I are sitting on a tarmac 
in Boston, on a Delta Airlines jet, waiting to return home to Georgia. 
Our son passed away in 2001 at age 7 from this same disease. We were 
hoping to never live this again, but here we are...

Lauren Fitzpatrick received a call May 5 from Floating Hospital for 
Children. Her daughter Abby, who has mitochondrial disease and a 
GI condition, had been wait-listed to see one of three specialists in 
the country who care for children with this specifi c combination of 
health issues. An opening was available. She contacted Angel Flight 
Atlanta, GA but inclement weather prevented Angel Flight from 
accepting the mission. Having referred a number of other families 
to Dream House this spring, Bernadette Darnell at Angel Flight 
suggested the Fitzpatricks call. 

The past 20 months, Dream House has helped numerous children 
like Abby with transportation for out-of-state medical procedures. 
Through its SkyMiles Home Run Program, Delta Airlines donated 
SkyMiles to Dream House for each home run hit by Jeff Francoeur 
during the 2007 Atlanta Braves season. 

(Lauren’s note continued)...It is so 
important that word gets out there 
is such a gap fi nancially, emotionally 
and physically when caring for a 
chronically ill child at home. We 
both have jobs and insurance, yet 
we are on the verge of bankruptcy. 
The copays, out of pocket expenses 
and missed work are so much that 
most people cannot understand it 
unless they live it. Read Abby’s story 
online in May’s Silver Lining eNews.

The Meifl ower Project
Mei Ling Liu contacted Dream House on behalf of the 
Korean American Coalition, in hopes of identifying a 
community service project. Via the Family for Keeps™ 
Bridging the Gap program, Dream House acted as a 
liaison to connect Mei and her friends with a local 
family. The group completed a home improvement 
project for them in May. See the Meifl ower Project’s 
photo album at www.DreamHouseForKids.org.

The International Business Brokers  
Association and M&A Source gifted 
Dream House, at their national conference in 
Atlanta, with a donation from 53 individuals in 
14 states, plus London and Hong Kong. Thank you!
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Since mid-2008, Melville, NY 
based Lend America makes a 
donation to Dream House for 
each loan it closes. Thank you 
for this consistent support!

ADD DREAM HOUSE AS A CAUSE ON YOUR FACEBOOK PAGE



Honor Roll of Donors
FINANCIAL GIFTS BY DONOR Received April 1, 2009 through June 30, 2009

DREAM MAKERS SOCIETY
$25,000–49,999
Burgess Charities Foundation
Lend America

$10,000–24,999
Clarence E. Harris Foundation, Inc.
Community Foundation for 
 Northeast Georgia
D. Lurton Massee Community 

Welfare Fund

DREAM BUILDERS
$5,000-7,499
Anonymous
Robert & Brenda Summer
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

DREAM HELPERS
$2,500-4,999
AstraZeneca
Big Canoe Chapel
Gwinnett Gladiators Foundation
David & Krista Snell
The Beech Foundation, Inc.

DREAM NURTURERS
$1,000-2,499
Bald Ridge Marina
Church of the Hills
Kroger
Martin Enterprises
Mountain Park United Methodist Church
Grace UMC New Life Sunday School Class
Robert Lee
Douglas & Patty Reid
The Lloyd Group, Inc.
Tommy & Julie Townsend
Total Learning Concepts, Inc.
Doug & Susan White

DREAM HATCHERS
$500-999
BB&T Insurance
Bascomb Elementary School
Cecil & Jane Brooks
Burgess Information Systems, Inc.
Camping World RV
Cobb County Employee Friendship Club
Dunwoody Woman’s Club, Inc.
Expedited Transportation Services, Inc.
GA Crackers Motorcycle Club, Inc.
Hasty Elementary School
Sonny Hires
James Jenness
Marcus & Deborah Ligon
James & Doris Nelems
Pro-Line Motor Sports Inc.
Ruppert Nurseries, Inc.
John Sestric
Sam Shaw
Phillip & Kathy Slaton
James & Cathleen Smith
The Marcus Foundation
Unique Memorabilia, Inc.
Venture Netcomm Inc.
Chris & Dahn Walker
Gary & Carleen Webb
Wine Styles/Snellville
Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA

$250-499
Aarol Thibodeaux
Ackerman Security Commercial Systems
Allied Architectural Products, Inc.
Batchelor & Kimball Inc.
Betty Brothers
Commercial Electric, Inc.
Construction Innovations & Contracting 
Dennis & Barbara Barger
Echols Roofi ng, Siding & Home
 Improvements
Everett & Susan Bracken
Gwinnett Gladiators
Howard L. Watson
Joel & Lonna Bowman
Ken’s Motorcycle Tires, Inc.
Mary J. Thompson
Michael Elrod
Robert & Anita House
Schneider Electric/Square D Foundation
Scott Martin
Space Flooring Supplies and Services
T J Holdings, Inc.
The Rafael Brenner Ashe Foundation
Todd & Kelly Coker
United Community Bank
United Methodist Men

$100-249
George Abraham
Ben Akrong
Anderson Corporate Solutions, Inc.
Arcovia Properties, Inc.
Augusta Kawasaki/Suzuki
Dr. Michael & Mary Baron
BB&T
Beechwood Bunco Group
Robert & Betty Anne Bell
Scott Bennett
Jimmy Blaylock
Mark & Michelle Blystone
James Boren
Mark L. Bottelson, O.D.
Warren Burkholder
Calvin Eugene Cain
Debra Cannarella
Career Training Concepts, Inc.
Larry Carnell
Mark Carter
Carter Trucking
Rod Colinger & Stacey Cash
Michelle Cazella
Ben Cheatwood
Alan Clark 
Community Connections, Inc.
Timothy & Kathleen Crites
Larry & Olivia Dodson
Delmar W. Doe
Bernard Donkerbrook
EMA of Georgia
Energy Maintenance & Management, Inc.
Eng Group, Inc.
Robert & Nancy English
Mel Faulkner
Matthew & Sharma Ferrugia
Matthew FitzGibbon
Heather & Eli Flint
Dolliver Frederick
Frew Company, Inc
Friends of Clay Cox
William Glastris
Dennis A. Goodenow

James H. Green
Mary & Irvine Green
Robert Gurrola
Daniel Hall
Creed W. Hashe
David Holder
Dennis & Andrea Hopf
Chad R. Hunter
Amy Hutchins
Johnson Spellman & 

Associates, Inc.
Sidney & Julia Jones
Sarah Kindland
King & Spalding LLP
Alfred Kirkland
Martin Krauth
Len Krick
Gregory & Jill Lang
Janet Lavine
Laura P. Lazar
Lilburn Woman’s Club
Stuart  & Debora Litwer
Local Independent Charities 

of America
Greg & Cecilia Luther
Jimmy W. Lynch
Mann Mechanical Company
Andrea L. Martin
Joe B. Martin
Walt Martin
Scott Mauldin
Will & Nancy McKenzie
Mechanical Services Unlimited
Brittney & Peter Mills
Eilert & Joan Moldenhauer
Frances Moore
Russell P. Moore III
Mark & Sarah Morrison
Janet N. Nykaza
Ed Pendarvis
Performance Cycle, Inc.
Perry Mountain Motorcycle Club
Timothy S. Peterson
Josephine H. Pittman
Bruce & Faith Prescott
Linda Purcell
Robert Ray
John M. Reagan
Charles & Kathryn Rohrer
Donald Rudnik
Jack Sanders
Bernie Siegel
Jo T. Sineath
Ron D. Smith
Scott Smith
Felicia Stamey
State Farm—Lisa Richardson
Scott L. Still
Street and Trail Motorsports
Robin Stribling
H. Joe Strickland
Terry L. Swanson
Arthur Swift
Carl & Monna Taylor
The Elite
Ken Thrasher
Transform Group
Steve Treff
Patrick Tucker
Roy E. Vreeland
Stephen Wain
Barbara Watson
Bill & Susan Widmayer

Jacque & Dawn Williams Jr
Philip B. Winston
Larry Woodall
Roy Wyatt

$50-99
A to Z Information Services
A.L. Williams Plumbing Co.
Mary H. Adams
Francis G. Albers
W. J. Barber
Carlos Berdegue
Peter Berg
Satish Bhate
Bill & Cathy Blanton
Dennis & Wendy Blanton
O. B. Bobbitt
Randy Bring
Robert Cagnetta
Roberta Caputo
Joyce Ketchie Carr
Brian Cawley
David N. Chapman
Carolyn Coles-Parks
Bobby J. Cox
Joseph A. Demilio
Eastern Machine & 

Manufacturing LLC
Charles Edmonds
James Eubanks
Bianca Evans
Rebecca & David Farthing
Robert & Heather Fehr
Frank Feiler
Misty Fernandez
Hunter Floyd
Billie Gill-Chestnut
George & Dot Glover
John & Robin Gracia
Lesonya Price Groover
Michael Handelsman
Mary Jo Holland
David & Amy Holland
Hal Janke
Anita Jones
Clarence E. King
Vicki Ladshaw
Ruane A. Lockridge
Velvie M. Loudermilk
Mack Scogin Merrill Elam 

Architects
Kim Marks
John & Janet Medicus
Melvin & Donna Lee Moon
Debra Mutter
OCS Enterprises, Inc.
Glenn Oken
Gary Papay
Patio Enclosures, Inc.
Paulson Cheek
Betsy Primm
Pro Clean Janitorial
Purple Star Consulting
Franklin Ramey
Joe Reitman
Charles M. Rice
Stacy & Cary Richardson
Aja Rivard
Kevin B. Sartain
Merlyn Sewell
Lewis Sitz
William Stewart

FRIENDS of DREAM HOUSE
Sugarloaf United Methodist 

Church
Elizabeth Terrell
Tommy & Julie Terrell
Conner Thomson
Robert & Monique Tolbert
Larry & Joyce Trivieri
Deborah F. Tucker
Eric & Chris Tweedy
Jeremy Kyle Wallace
Vivian White
Keith & Lisa Whitner
Robin L. Wilburn
Phillip Wilhite
Janet Wolff
Shanna M. Wood
Janet Zarley

$5-49
Boyce Abernathy
Johnny & Jean Able
Patrick D. Adams
George Aguilar
Darrell Arne
Athens-Oconee Junior 

Woman’s Club
Wendy Babalola
Bonnie Baker
Jonathan & Angie Bale
Mark & Tammy Belback
Jeanette M. Bell
Steve & Merry Blair
Daniel Lee Blalock
Ted & Marilyn Blaschke
Richard & Gayle Boutin
Jeremy Bowman
Kelly Nichole Bradberry
Jill Broach
Ray Brondyke
Kristina E. Brown
Deborah M. Brown
Jess Brown
Shakeema & Aaron Brown
Cynthia Brumer
Brenda Budd
Stacey Buford
Vicki W. Buice
Ronald C. Carroll
Paul Chambliss
Marvin B. Clarke
Russell Cohen
Ana Maria Corn
Cynthia Correa
Kevin Dempsey
Cindy Denman
Amanda M. Duncan
Adedoyin Emiabata
Faith Hope and Love Circle
Michelle Violanda 
 Fernandez
Betty Fillingim
Frances Flanagan
Elisabeth Fleps
Beverly M. Gaffney
Sundae M. Gaspari
Leslie Gilbreath
Andy Glasgow
Charlie Grant
Linda & Sam Gray
Alicia R. Green
Carl Handwerker
Ilia Harper

John J. Harrell
Beverly Holland
Harris & Elaine Holmes
Evelyn M Hove
Lee Huey
Juan Jimenez
James David Johnson
Cindy Lagunas
Amica Laileung
Thomas & Ellen Laird
Sandra Lance
Richard & Rita Laukka
Deborah Lewis
Gilbert A. Lewis
Perla Lipsitz
Linda G. Lockwood
Brian MacInnis
Sophie Mahon
Lorenzo Manacop
Steven E. Martin
M. A. Mathis
Minnie P. Matthews
Dallas Matthews
Richard May
Erin B. Milam
Linda Miles
Harry Mink
Tony Moran
Jeneen Ordell Murphy
Jack Novak
Janet Nykaza
Luz Marina Ochoa
Anaelly Rios Osuna
Mary Grace Parillo
Mark & Rene’ Patterson
Ann Payne
Carolynne M. Phillips
Christina Raines
Michael & Jill Redford
Clifford & Janet Roberts
Jerry & Sue Robison
Mike & Linnea Roe
Earl W. Rogers
Jennifer Rose
Sandra Rutter
Heather Ryder
Gwendolyn Samuels
Patty Savovic
John B. Saxon
Monika Schmid
Barbara D. Sims
Brett P. Sosebee
Chuck Spallitta
Daniel & Catherine Stehr
Stone Mountain Woman’s Club
Sandra Surber
Ray D. Swaim
Randy & Joan Travis
Jennifer Twum
Antoinette Uchi
Rishabh Vats
Kalynn Vernick
Joan R. Vincent
Deborah Wasson
Hilda Watkins
Louann White
Ward Wicht
Charles Wicker
Ann C. Wilbanks
Sam Wolff
Michael L. Womack
David & Janet Yarbrough

$25
$50

Provides one week’s supply 
of disposable diapers 
and wipes for any age 
medically fragile child.

Buys gas for one month 
to help a family travel to 
medical appointments.

$200
$325

Covers one weekend of 
respite care for a child at 
the Dream House Lilburn 
Transition Care Center.

Scholarships one parent 
taking the Dream House 
2-day Family for Keeps™ 
Basic Caregiver Course.

Katie Moore accepts ProcareRX 
Charity Golf Tournament proceeds 
from Dream House benefactors 
Roger and Barbara Burgess. 

Because you cared enough to help...
During the fi rst six months of 2009, Dream House has provided our ground-breaking Family 
for Keeps™ transition care program and related services for 55 medically fragile children 
and their families in 13 Georgia counties, as well as seven others in California, Florida, 
Missouri, Mississippi and West Virginia. We are so thankful your support helps bring our 
mission alive, one child at a time.
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The 2009 Dream House Golf 
Classic raised over $26,000 
thanks to Michael Koenen, the 
Atlanta Falcons and sponsors:
PLATINUM LEVEL
MD&E Tactical Solutions for Business

GOLD LEVEL
Bald Ridge Marina
CM Kitchens Construction
Community Foundation for NE Georgia
DL Forney Consulting
GA Communications
Paulson Cheek Mechanical
Urban Flats Atlanta Flatbread & Wine Co.
Vulcan Materials Company

2010 TOURNAMENT SPONSORSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE 
Join Michael Koenen & Friends • Tuesday, April 6, 2010 • Hamilton Mill Golf Club

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS: www.DreamHouseForKids.org
Meet our Atlanta Falcons Guests, Sponsors and Dream House Golf Participants.

August 2009
August   3  —  Snellville Commerce Club Presentation
August 14  —  2nd Fridays in Old Town Lilburn
   Shops stay open late to benefi t Dream House

August 20  —  BIG Expo/Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce
   Courtesy of ER Snell Contractor and E2E Benefi t Resources

September 2009
Sept.   12  —  Main Street Fair (11-3) and Music-On-Main (5-10:30)
  See event details below or at www.DreamHouseForKids.org

October 2009
Oct.      3  —  Dream House 500 Ride www.dreamhouse500.com

Oct.    11  —  Tim Hawkins Benefi t Comedy Event
  Smokerise Baptist Church • Stone Mountain, GA

November 2009
Nov. 19-22  —  Abigail Grace Chambers Memorial Football Tournament 
  Gwinnett County Youth Football

Nov.      21 —  Boot Scootin’ Barn Raiser Gwinnett County FairgroundsM
ar
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Family Fun Trail Ride
Thanks to event sponsors 
Yamaha and SETRA, The 
Fun and Reliable Tiddlers, 
plus each participant of the 
2009 Family Fun Trail Ride 
who helped raise $18,000 to 
improve quality of life for 
medically fragile children.

Infl uence 2010 corporate budgets 
(philanthropic, community relations, 
marketing or advertising line items). 

Two Community Events, One Fun Day!
Hosted by the City of Lilburn and
Lilburn Business Association

September 12, 2009
Lilburn City Park • Free Shuttle

11AM—3PM MAIN STREET FAIR
Family-Friendly Fun • Free Health Screenings 

$5 Carnival Zone • Monster Truck & Fire Engine
Meet Your Neighbors Village and more!

5—10:30PM MUSIC-ON-MAIN
Banks & Shane Concert • VIP Sponsor Reception

$10 General Admission (bring chairs, no coolers)
 Silent Auction • Food & Beverages Sold

EVENT VOLUNTEERS • DONATE AUCTION ITEMS • CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS • BUY TICKETS

EMAIL: info@dreamhouseforkids.org      www.DreamHouseForKids.org    CALL: 770-717-7410

Include Dream House CFC# 91945 in 
employee gift campaign selections. 

Introduce Dream House to religious 
and civic organizations for missions and 
community service initiatives.

You Can...


